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Northfield.org Community Forums

Northfield.org Online Community Forums

Morthfield org is the online host to a series of time-limited, online community
forums that feature panels, interviews, and group discussion with community
leaders about issues relevant to local citizens.

We sometimes team up with the Northfield News, KYMN Radio, the City of
Morthfield, the League of Women Voters MNorthfield, and other local
organizations to host these time-limited events. We see this as an effective
way for citizens to become more informed about an issue through
simultaneous channels: the Internet, newspaper, radio, and F2F
(face-to-face).

Previous Forums

Burning Brush at compost site Aug 04

Police Chief Q&A May 04

Library long-range planning Mar 02

Redistricting Feb 02

Middle School Reuse Feasibility Nov 01

Proposed City Charter Amendment Oct 01

City Hall 284 Aug 01

Talk to yvour Teen about Sex Oct 99

Community Rec Ctr Aug 98

City Council election Oct 98

District 254 election Oct 98

The Target proposal Sep/Cct 98

City of Northfield's Trails Jul 98

City of Northfield's Transportation Plan June 98

Growing a Healthy Economy in a Livable Community Feb 98
Community Resource Center referendum Jan 98

Building Cohesive Family Dec 97

City Parks Oct 97

Sustainable residential development and the Livable Communities

Initiative Apr 97
+ Siaie of the City Sep 96




Northfield.org Community Photos

2003-present (6,000 photos)




Historical Society Auction photos
2003-06
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Northfield Civic Leader Bloggers
2003




Leadership Blogging

A blog allows you to leverage

your leadership activities & interactions
with
strategic storytelling







Civic leader bloggers 2005

CIVIC LEADER BLOGGERS; CITIZEN BLOGGERS, TOO i ey

5t. Pault Technical College

David Bly's Weblog

nergy Forum at 5t. Olaf
Betsey Buckheit

Who wants to walk?
Pla g sion Meeting agenda 2,22
Planr

Plannir C
Bruce Morlan

Duting drug deals ...

pt. S5c

Meeting

T 3 £ Y e . g 2 Update on I
A class of real trouble-makers. This was my second weblog class for civic leader... Taking our
limited to bloggers who are currently in office (elected or appointed), and those

League of Women Voters Northfield
blogging for their gov't or non-profitjobs.

County Commissioner Meeting-—-Tuesd

T 2

The weblog headline "newsfeeds” of all the civic bloggers (citizens and leaders) in Northfield School Board Meeting-Monday, Februa
the area appear in the right-side nav bar of this page, automatically updated. 2005

See all their blogs with recent headlines, as well as the blogs of other area citizens, ' eld Planning Commission Tuesday-Fel
in the extended entry below.

Scott Schumacher

: N 2 — H = — My thougths on local coffee
Posted by Griff J Wigley on Feb 14, 2005 at 09:52 PM

When clean and rene

STRAW POLL RESULTS - 89.3 THE CURRENT
3 people have taken the p 3.3 The Current as of g PM. The poll is now
closed. The results: N.org Web

What's the Nortl
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Event Name?
Find a Venue Type a few letters to search (e.g. “Fillmore” “Coliseurmn™)

Not listed? Add a new venue...

When?
Nov 20, 2006 | [e:00pm | O anday

[] End dateitime (optional)

T},-'pe of Event rig the closest category, or just choose “Other.”

Choose a category... A4

More details (optional

About the event (e.g. description, ticket price, all ages)

Event Homepage
[ittp:r
Privacy: Who can see it?
® Anyone and everyane
2] anly my friends and peaple | invite
Organizer Options what's this?

O rm organizing this event!




Attach a
blog
comment

Northfield’s 4th Ward is For Wimps

By Tracy Davis

Last night's election results in the Fourth Ward, on the City's
west side, were shameful. Jon Denison, a candidate who
didn't campaign, didn't show up at public meetings, didn't
speak, write, or communicate positions on any issues,
received a winning percentage over candidate Victor Summa,
who has repeatedly demonstrated deep and sincere (albeit
sometimes loud and annoying) concern for our community,
and amply shown a willingness to work hard at making it
better.

I mean no disrespect to the winning candidate {although

representing the fourth ward now strikes me as a very

dubious honor). However, it appears that Denison’s biggest

strength is being almost completely unknown. To my

knowledge he's not attended council or commission meetings;
he does not participate in the LWV, the NDDC, the Chamber, or other civic groups;
he was a no-show at the well-publicized League of Women Voters candidates’
forum; the Morthfield News reported: "Despite extensive efforts, candidate Jon
Denison could not be reached for comment.” I don't want to jump to conclusions,
but these facts do not appear to indicate much commitment.

There's really no other way I can account for so many votes for Denison, other
than as votes against Summa. And that's really pathetic.

I understand that Summa’s outspoken style is not for everyone. He can get on
people’s nerves; he's both opinionated and stubborn. If Summa were
passive-aggressive, we thin-skinned Scandinavian types could probably handle
it—at least it would be familiar—but a volatile, direct approach which believes that
argument and debate are (gasp!) a fair and reasonable means to hash out issu
Heaven forfend.

disagree with him, which is often, I have to concede that his opingfs are usually
based on substantive reasons with real thought behind them.

I've often said the Victor and Kiffi Summa probably have thegbest comprehensive
view of the issues facing our community than anyone elsg# know. Between the
two of them, they attend almost every civic and commyfity meeting in this town.
It's unfortunate that the citizens of the fourth ward gluldn't get beyond
personality issues, and willfully chose ignorance. § e to think that we're a
community which values substance over style, ow I'm not so sure.

Tags:2006 elections city council
Posted in City Government | ~ | 8 Comments




Forum or
emaill list
comments

January 29 2005
+ Re: Re: Costs for traffic lights Fred &Lon Stanley
« City Council takes up the Hwy 3 issue Griff Wigley

January 27 2005
+ RE: Re: traffic light @ 3rd Steve Wilmot
+ Re’ Re: safe crossing of Highway 3 Leota Goodney

January 26 2005

+ RE: Re: fraffic i @ 3rd Ross Curmer
« Re fraffic light @ 3rd Ray Cox

January 25 2005
+ RE: Re: safe crossing of Highway 3 Ross Currier

January 24 2005
+ RE: Re: safe crossing of Highway 3 jim Pokorney
i ply Kinney, Gearge
' Shawn Groth

ings Robert Brown
Bruce W. Morlan
5ings Leota Goodney

January 21 2005
+ RE: Re: Traffic Ross Cumer

c Bob Courchaine
c Robert Brown

g Griff Wigley
Ross Currier
kris vohs




Submit story

Show help

Title:

SimpleCategories:

| Arts and Entertainment
| Business

| Downtown

Events

| Government

Misc

People

| Sports

| Obituary

You must choose at least one itemn from this list.

Body:
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Northflield

The Northfield Downtown Development Corporation
A news and commentary weblog from Morthfield, Minnescta

e5ubscriptions

Pioneer Press Agrees with NDDC: Northfield is Number One

The St. Paul Pioneer Press ranked holiday shopping destinations in an article titled 5
great: shopping towns and guess who came out on top?

That's right good old Northfield, with its authentic downtown. As the article in Sunday's
paper said, "Anyone can shop for holiday gifts online or at the mall". But if you're a
ittle more daring or creative and you "enjoy the thrill of the hunt" and "you want to bask

[§in holiday atmosphere” the paper suggests five places worth exploring, with Northfield
|fleading the pack.

sle] [1Who else in the list? Well, you might be surprised with the heady company we're
|fkeeping as a top holiday shopping destination in the upper Midwest region.

R | 7 Bt |

Click these downtown photos to eﬁlarge and see 100+ more photos in the 2004
Winter Walk album.

Posted by Ross Currier on Nov 20, 2006 at 05:34 AM
Permalink

Get the RSS feed

What's R557)
or enter your email address below to
receive a digest of our weblog postings via
email, not more than one per week. (We
won't sell or give away your email address
to anyone, ever.)

Subscribe

Blog Category Archives

Greener Streetscape Projects?

Anyone following City of Northfield initiatives or the
NDDC blog postings would be at least somewhat
aware of the Streetscape projects that have been

discussed for the past three or four years and the

Action Squad
Art Town

Arts, Recreation and Culture
Committee
Artspace
Block Heads
Community news & events
Downtown issues
Downtown news
Economic Development
Economic Expansion
Committee
Focus on Retail
Freedom of Speech
Guest Columns
Historic Middle School
NDDC Downtown Forum
NDDC News




Area government officials with weblogs

David Bly, Minnesota State Representative-elect, 258

Diane Cirksena, Board member, Morthfield Public Schools

Fay Cox, Minnesota State Representative, 25B

Ross Currier, Morthfield Planning Commissioner

Tracy Davis, Member, Morthfield EDA; Morthfield Planning Commissioner
Kathleen Doran-Morton, Bridgewater Township Supervisor

Bruce Morlan, Dundas/Bridgewater Township Planning Commissioner
Tom Meuville, Minnesota State Senator, District 25

Gary Smith, Morthfield Police Chief

organization leaders with weblogs

& Bruce Anderson, Executive Director, RENew Morthfield
s Ross Currier, Executive Director, Northfield Downtown Development

Corporation

s Denny Dempsey, Pastor, Chuch of St. Dominic
s Elizabeth Schott, Executive Director, Northfield Area United Way
& Hayes Scriven, Executive Director, Northfield Historical Society

Area

non-profit/civic organizations with weblogs

Sth Bridge

ArtQrg
Cannon River Community Land Trust

Center for Sustainable Living

Friends of Way Park

League of Women Voters Northfield
Morrthfield Area Foundation

Morthfield Buddhist Meditation Center
Morthfield.org/Morthfield Citizens Qnline
Morthfield Community Action Center
Morthfield Area United Way

Morthfield Downtown Development Corporation
Morthfield Historical Society

Morthfield Professional Resource Exchange
Morthfield Soccer Association

Morthfield Trails

Morthfield Union of ¥Youth/The Key

Pepper Ridge Valley Neighborhood

REMew Morthfield

citizens with weblogs that appear to be locally civic-oriented at least

some of the time:



Start a
blog —

citizen

Re and Rec

Posted on November 15th, 2006 by alex.
Categories: Community.

When I answered a call on my cell phone Monday

afternoon, the voice of City Clerk Deb Little came

through with an interesting notification and exciting|

invitation. The Rice county canvasing board had] y
randomly drawn my precinct out of a hat to be one of [ —.—

the two reviewed Wednesday for tabulator accuracy.”™ .
Deb was calling to see if | was interested in participating in, not only
this review, but also the county commissioner recount that would be
held later the same day.

I jumped at the opportunity. As a self-described policy geek, this was
like a Trekkie being asked to help out with the cutting of an episode.

We did this review this morning and the recount this afterncon, and the
accuracy of the vote tabulator machines impressed even the most
optimistic among us. My precinct passed its review with flying colors.
The wvotes in the county commissioner's race changed by only three —
with a net change of only one vote — and two of these were due to
human error.

Post Election Review

After the election, two precincts from each county are selected at
random to be reviewed for tabulator accuracy. The review consists of a
hand-count verification of the two Federal office’s, U.5. Senate and U.5.
House, and the Governor’s races. These happen in three separate
counts.

To do the count, we break the seals on the boxes containing the
completed ballots — 1,044 in our precinct’s case — and organize the
ballots, so they are all facing the same direction. Then we sort those
ballots into separate stacks for each candidate — plus stacks for
write-ins, under votes (blank) and over votes. Ballots that we thought
may be scanned improperly are separated from the main stacks, so
they are easier to find if counts don't add up.

Once separated, we count the votes for each option by sorting them
into bunches of 25. Finally, we compare our count to the numbers
reported by the tabulator machines, and hopefully, as happened in our
case, everything adds up. Once verified, we seal up the ballots again.

In the case of a discrepancy, we would have tried to determine the
cause. If the error was, the machines, and not ours, we would have
reported such to the Secretary of State’s office. In the case of a

You are reading Re
Recount: Voting
Win.. You can
comment or trac
post.

* Humphrey Institute Po
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* Northfield.org




Start a podcast (internet radio show)
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NY Times
RSS
Feeds

BUSINESS
# Madia & Advertizing
» World Businss=s

% ¥ our Money

CIRCUITS

» Pogue's Postz

» Fitne== and Mutrition

» Health Policy

INTERNATIOHAL

FEATURES

ARTS
» Design
» Music

o 1elevizion News

FASHION & STYLE
» Thursday Styles
» Sunday Styles

¥ Yveddings




» A Play A Day #221

Community aggregator

Play A Day #220

L e !
The Post-election
Froblem

Mind controlling
Kristine

Government

Finals

CARLETON STAFF RAISES MONEY FOR NORTHFIELD AREA UNITED WAY

Jessica Paxton o

Last menth the Carleton Callege group Staff at Carlston (SAC) hested an employes lunch fundraiser
to benefit the Northficld Arca United Wav. They succeeded in raising $310 for the United Way, along
with raising awareness on campus of the group and its local projects.

Fludio and Golicy Government

wingding

Pictured here (click the phato to view a larger size), from left ta right, are: Jennifer Cox Johnson, -
4
Linda Irrthum, Noel Ponder, Julie Kimber, Carol Spessard, Candy Taylar (United Way of Northfield), Robbie Groth, Vicki o officials

Burgess, Melissa Thomas, Nancy Nytes, Cindy Grisim, and Diane Frederickson.
i o A ; officials

Jessica Paxton is the media relations assistant at Carfeton College.

> Mew Mincrity Leader

More Minnesota

cople | add new comment .

Business

> More Minnesota
trawvels

NORTHFIELD ART CRAWL ANNOUNCES LOGO DESIGN CONTEST

They'ra Already
Jessics Paxton on S 1/13, 3:40p There

Gimme & Tomato = Officer Memorials
A{{cw«ﬁ Local art galleries are sponsoring a logo design contest in support of Morthfield’s bi-annual art crawls. The g
winning design will be used for years to come on posters, press releases, signs, and the art crawl website. Currier

The contest winner will receive a $100 gift certificate from The Ole Store. » more

Held every spring and fall, the art crawl provides citizens with the opportunity to check out the
Y ever-growing roster of art studios and galleries in Northfield. Past and present participants include leaders
Carleton College, St. Olaf College, the Northfield Arts Guild, Circa Restoration Studio, ArtOrg, Grezzo
Gallery, Swag, and The Ole Store. With support from the Nerthfield Chamber of Commerce and the Morthfield
Downtown Development Corporation (NDDC), they are all able to come together and open their doors to the
community as part of an organized open house.

Travels around

» They're
There

Arts znd new comment

Health Care

Movement on the
quor Stere?

ENJOY OUR NEW SERIES, "NORTHFIELD NOTEBOOK" Organizatio

@ Hot Time Dovmtown
EET— leaders
Below are the most recent weblog headlines from — N
& Ray Cox, State Rep. 258 e T LT

=)

We ar|
series

Grazzo co-owner Nick Sinclar was awol 86 1 took photo of his work space. See 8lo = compiciedimaoives <
Gvicoriented blogs n the ares. Storie o Art Projact to tackls .
the ArtOrg album of his Lowbrow High Octane show in August as well as his Moving | bl aiinne FEes W Itln MDD
alis gallery of artviork e sugge Mare Minnescta travels.. pinatas on the g = With INLHLE

, or anyt o Alumnus aar

T t photo i =M i)
i s s s b eS| | Tesvele around MinnEsots multipls svards at Morthfield is Number

o Greener Streetscape Projects? tebook Iy . I”“::”Q C

e Artists Unite for Health Care mpetition il

S (I — —__|  Ballot Becount L

weblo
compiter enumped with

o FSronhon A Green Roof Over Our LID

S Tracy Davis, Planning Commissioner,
EDA Member

Greener

Gimme a Tomato to Throw at Ross Currier

By Ross Currier
Dty bos et Presentation on Low-Impact Development on
11/14/06

As you know from recent blogs by both Tracy and In-Suncors of the Plannina Zening Paradiom

Streetscape

# Tom Neuville, State Senator, D25

Enter your email
address:

rojects?

e There are a number of emerging technologies that
i ] can help protect our streams, rivers and lakes but
one that is getting a lot of attention right now is the

e Green Roof.

A Ray Cox, State Rel Thank

More Minnesota trav

Travels around Minnesota 4, Srall karfiiffel 3

Ballot Recount

U

Artists Unite for

Fortunately, we don't have to visit exotic places like
severed by i sact cepst, the west cosst or Mnespols 10 Health Care
m more about this new approach to handing the
rain on the top of our buildings, Carleton College has already conducted an —
SXperTent;and Ut = modkel A.Small Kerfuffel at the end of the Campaian Mowvement on the
Carleton's green roof is the first student-designed and built green roof in the state Debate at Carleton
e of Minnesota, It s also the first green roof project to use only plant species native

Liguor Store?

Ui e to Minnesota. The roof is next to Mudd Hall between Mudd and Olin Halls. W oty snith ) police Chier
i Gary Smith, Police Chief

If you'd like to learn more about the details of a green roof, you're in luck. RENew
Northfield is hosting a workshop on “Greener Roofing Altematives” Saturday,
November 18th from 1 pm to 3 pm at the Northfield Public Library. For more
information on the workshop, which is free and open to the public, see the blog on

Hot Time Downtown

Saturday Night

& ot | Edit Election Update
(1 votes, aversge: 5 oLk of 5 Thank You!

Weblog Cammerts s Get Down with 2Down Lo? and Get Out the Vot Eems-of Note

* more
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community aggregator
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Editorial
control still
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Traffic signal - citizen blog entry

Jan. 05



Traffic signal - Issues forum

Jan. 05



Traffic signal - Mayor’s task force

Feb 05



Traffic signal - Straw poll

Oct. 05
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Traffic light - Consultant support

Nov. 05



Traffic signal - Council action

Dec. 05



Traffic signal - blogging updates

Feb. 06
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